How to use the carbon
dioxide (CO2) monitor
in your classroom
Why are CO2 monitors needed?
l The level of CO2 in any room is a
good indicator of the Covid-19 risk
as the virus is breathed out with
C02. Reducing levels of C02,
through improved ventilation,
makes Covid-19 less likely to spread.
C02 monitors help identify poorly
ventilated areas.

l The limited allocation means
they will have to be shared. Please
encourage your school to buy
additional units so that every
classroom is always covered. If
monitor use is shared, for accuracy,
it's best to use them for whole days
in each location.

l If your school isn’t monitoring
CO2 levels, then note down readings
yourself, or ask children to help.
There is a form here that you can
use here Use of CO2 monitors | NEU.
Encourage colleagues to do the
same. Pass the readings to
management and share with NEU
reps and/or local officers. Where
levels are high, work together to
find solutions.

l Plug in your monitor, at
least half a metre away from
occupants, away from doors
and windows and ideally at
head height when seated.
CO2 will start to build up as
soon as people enter the
room. The level reached will
depend on the number of
occupants and the quality of
ventilation in the classroom.

l If, despite all efforts, levels
remain consistently above
800ppm then schools should
invest in HEPA air cleaning units.

l CO2 level readings below 800ppm
are good. If your monitor
consistently shows higher levels
then action is needed.
At its most simple, this can mean
opening windows or doors, even
slightly. There are other steps that
can be taken when this is not practical
or is already happening but not
bringing CO2 levels below 800ppm.
See Use of CO2 monitors | NEU.

l This is what a C02 monitor
looks like. It has an important
role to play in controlling the
spread of Covid-19 in your
school.

l Many classrooms are showing
consistent readings in excess of
1500ppm, which crosses even the
low bar which the DfE set for its
limited roll out of HEPA air
cleaning units.

l Find out more about ventilation
in schools here Coronavirus:
ventilation and temperature |
NEU.
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l Your school has been sent a
supply by the Department for
Education (DfE), the equivalent of
one for every two classrooms.
If you don’t have access to one,
check with your head teacher.

l It’s important that schools
have a system for monitoring
and recording classroom CO2
readings. This should form part
of the Covid-19 risk assessment.

