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INTRODUCTION
Black History Month in the UK takes place during October each year to recognise
and celebrate the achievements of African and African Caribbean communities.
The month also serves as a focus of awareness of issues affecting culturally diverse
communities, and an opportunity to give voice and listen to narratives and
histories, under-acknowledged or missing from educational curriculums and/or
resources. As a significant year for international civil rights movements, including
Black Lives Matter, this pack will provide a contextualisation that is both historical
and contemporary.
Created by Serendipity, and commissioned by the National Education Union, this
education pack seeks to provide teachers with invaluable resources and lesson
plans most suitable for Key Stage 4. However, the materials might be suitable for
adoption for younger and older students. It is recommended that the materials in
this pack are considered for the age and understanding as appropriate.
The foundation of these resources lies within Serendipity's growing archival
collection of ephemera, photographs and video footage, documentary shorts and
publications featuring first-hand reflections of academics, practitioners and artists
from across the African and African Caribbean Diaspora.
This pack is segmented into four parts to support with focused learning:
1.

What does Black History Month mean to you? – Resources and
activities aimed at providing greater breadth to the picture of Black
presence in the UK. Recognising the contributions that the Black
community have made to British life whilst also contextualising
international perspectives.

2. Social History – Lesson plans that make direct reference to
communities across the UK and the diverse experiences of migration.
Providing students with practical tools and critical skills to research
and document hidden histories.
3. Activism – Activities to support reflections on international civil rights
movements throughout history, the role they have played in changing
legislation and law, and how they inform present movements such as
Black Lives Matter.
4. Arts and Culture - putting Black artists and practitioners centre stage.
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Throughout this pack, Black is capitalised, to reflect a shared cultural identity
across the African and African Caribbean Diaspora. Occasionally, reference is
made to political Blackness, inclusive of Asian, African and Caribbean
communities.
Many of the resources have an international and national focus, and occasionally
a local focus to Leicester. In your planning, we encourage you to consider Black
History month within your local context. We use Leicester here as one example to
inspire and guide you - it would be valuable for your staff body and students to
consider your own town, city or county’s local milestones and achievements.
This pack is not a definitive resource for Black British History; rather it seeks to
provide a unique collection of tools with contemporary relevance and support for
additional research. Supporting the teaching of Black British history and
decolonising education across the national curriculum, supplementing citizenship,
personal development and independent learning, during October for Black
History Month and throughout the year.
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WHAT DOES BLACK HISTORY
MEAN TO YOU?
CONTEXT
Black History Month was first celebrated in the United States of America. Carter G
Woodson created the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History in 1915,
and in 1926 established Negro History Week in February, a precursor to Black
History Month. Black History Month itself was first celebrated in the USA in 1976.
Black History Month in the UK was first officially celebrated in 1987, led by
Akyaaba Addai Sebbo, a special projects coordinator at the Greater London
Council, Ansel Wong, cultural activist and Linda Bellos, chair of the London
Strategic Policy Unit. The first events were held in October as part the African
Jubilee Year. Black History Month grew out of a period of civil unrest in the early
eighties but has provided a platform to raise the profile of Black arts and history,
although activities celebrating and teaching Black history were an established
part of community-led activities for many cities across the UK, including Leicester,
referenced throughout this education pack. Black History Month inaugurated a
much-needed presence in the British cultural calendar, an opportunity to establish
artistic and educational programmes, build community cohesion and celebrate
Black excellence.
Black History Month is an important focus to bring hidden histories to light, to
consider the biases that historians of past may have taken when documenting
events, and to evaluate the importance of multifaceted perspectives. The
activities in this section review a timeline of Black British history, as a resource to
punctuate milestones and provide greater breadth to the picture of Black
presence in the UK and internationally. It might be valuable to consider your own
town or city’s local milestones and achievements.
In discussions with students, it is valuable to consider both the importance of Black
History Month as a focus to celebrate and showcase the diversity of British history
and cultural presence. It is also important to consider and to unpack the debate
around Black history being confined to a single month.
Alongside the resources provided, there are additional resources that can be used
to support discussion and learning with students.

© Serendipity 2020
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RESOURCES
Lost Legends Film
Why is Black History Month important?
This short documentary provides a snapshot into the history of Black History Month.
Listen to Ben Browne, Pawlet Brookes, Bernard Francis, Philip Herbert, Louise
Katerega, Robert Lee, Carol Leeming, Boston Williams and Freedom Tariq
Zampaladus as they share their thoughts and memories. The film discusses the
shaping and making of Black History Month and its relevance today.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLA5FST-jC8
Lost Legends: 30 Years, 30 Voices
Produced to mark the thirtieth anniversary of Black History Month in 2017, the
publication presents 30 unique voices from academics, community activists and
cultural leaders.
2017
ISBN: 9780992631949
Published by Serendipity Artists Movement Ltd.
Over 250 Years of Black British History
This timeline contains a selection of local and national milestones in Black History.
The contents of this timeline aim to highlight some of the key events in Black history
over the last 250 years, and reflect upon how national and international events
have shaped local Black history, and how local events have contributed to the
national and international picture. The facts documented here do not seek to be a
complete history, but a point of reference for reflection and further research.
Acknowledging the often under-told, or untold contributions of the African and
African Caribbean community.
A more detailed milestone listing is available in the publication:
Lost Legends: 30 Years, 30 Voices
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EXAMPLE OF MAKING YOUR LOCAL TIMELINE
Date

National and International Events

Leicester Events

Circa
200 - 300
AD

Evidence of African presence in
Roman Britain.

Archaeological events in the
Roman cemetery at Western
Road, Leicester shows people of
African descent living in Leicester
during the Roman period.

1501 - 1511

John Blanke, is one of the earliest
recorded Black people in
England, and is a trumpeter in the
court of Henry VIII.

1750s - 1807

William Wilberforce (1759 – 1833)
an abolitionist who came from a
prosperous merchant family of
Kingston-Upon-Hull. In 1787 he
became the leader of the
abolition movement.

1807

The Act to Abolish the Slave
Trade was passed by British
Parliament.

1825

Ira Aldridge stars in Othello at the
Royalty Theatre. He is considered
the first Black actor to play
Othello on the British stage and is
the only Black actor to be
awarded with a bronze plaque at
Shakespeare Memorial Theatre.

1914 - 1918

Walter Daniel Tull, a Black
professional footballer with
Tottenham Hotspur, joined up
before conscription in 1915. He
gained his commission in May 1917
and became the first Black
commissioned officer in the British
army. He died in 1918, aged 30,
on a battlefield in France.

1918

Birth of Nelson Mandela.

© Serendipity 2020

Thomas Babington (1758 – 1837),
the eighth and last Babington to
hold the family manor of Rothley,
with its centre at Rothley Temple
in Leicestershire. He spent two of
his years at Cambridge with
William Wilberforce, forging a
lifelong friendship, blossoming
into a very productive team in the
Abolitionist cause. Babington
hosted Wilberforce at Rothley
with others where they would plan
their various campaigns to make
Britain a more moral society. In
1800, Babington became one of
Leicester’s two MPs, enabling him
to support Wilberforce the
successful passing of the Bill to
Abolish the Slave Trade in 1807.
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Date

National and International Events

1944

1948

Leicester Events
Race riots between Black and
white American service men on
the streets of Leicester.

British Nationality Act gives all
Commonwealth people right to
British Citizenship.

West Indian Sports and Cultural
Club established in Leicester.

Empire Windrush brings the first
significant wave of Caribbean
migrants to Britain.
1960

A TV drama called The Dark Man
stars Earl Cameron as a West
Indian cab driver. It tries to
honestly examine the reactions
and prejudices he faces at work.

Singer Sarah Vaughan and Dizzy
Gillespie perform at De Montfort
Hall (January and November
respectively).

1961

Derby West Indian Association is
formed.

Jazz legends Art Blakely, John
Coltrane and Miles Davis perform
at De Montfort Hall (in April and
November, respectively).

1962

Commonwealth Immigrants Act
passed, introducing an
employment voucher system
restricting entry to skilled and
professional people.
Jamaica becomes the first
Caribbean island to gain
independence from Britain.

Ella Fitzgerald and Count Basie
perform at De Montfort Hall
(February and April, respectively).

Nelson Mandela arrested to and
sentenced to five years in prison
for leaving the country without a
passport and incitement.
1964

First Notting Hill Carnival.
Nelson Mandela was sentenced
life imprisonment as he was
convicted of sabotage.
BBC One documentary, The
Colony, filmed in Birmingham,
gives a voice to working-class
Caribbean settlers.

1975

Lenny Henry makes his television
debut winning the New Faces
talent competition by doing
stand-up comedy impersonations.
Pressure directed by Horace Ové
is released, widely regarded as
the first Black British feature film,
focusing on issues faced by
British-born Caribbean young
people.

© Serendipity 2020

Elaine Hinds becomes Leicester's
first Black telephonist for the
Leicester General Post Office.
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Date

National and International Events

Leicester Events

1979

Arthur Lewis becomes the first
Black economics professor in
Britain.

Raddle Books was founded on
Melbourne Road, Highfields.

1984

The 1984 Police and Criminal
Evidence Act included a clause
that instructed the police that
they now had to give a reason
why they had stopped someone
.
November 2, 1985, Reverend
Jesse Jackson joined with Oliver
Tambo, Bishop Trevor Huddleston,
Ken Livingstone, Bernie Grant,
Keith Vaz, Paul Boateng, Diane
Abbott and others at the 120,000
strong demonstration in London’s
Trafalgar Square to protest
against apartheid in South Africa
and call on the South African
government to free Nelson
Mandela. He later met with Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher,
appealing to her to drop Britain’s
support for apartheid.

Leicester Caribbean Carnival
Committee was formed, founders
included Elvy Morton.

1985

The Afro-Caribbean and Asian
Forum was formed.
Leicester’s first Caribbean
Carnival took place.

Wilfred Wood becomes the first
Black bishop in the Church of
England, overseeing the Diocese
of Southwark.
1987

A turning point in Black British
politics occurred with the first
three Black MPs elected to
Parliament in 1987, Bernie Grant,
Labour MP for Tottenham, 19872000, Paul Boateng, Labour MP
for Brent South, 1987-2005 and
Diane Abbott, Labour MP for
Hackney North and Stoke
Newington, 1987- Present.
Richard Stokes becomes first
Black man to join Royal Guards.
Black History Month was formally
first celebrated in the UK.
The African Jubilee Year
Declaration was launched in 1987,
which called on local and
national governments to
recognise the contributions of
Africans to the cultural, economic
and political life of London and
the UK.

© Serendipity 2020

Joe Allen becomes first African
Caribbean elected member of
Leicester City Council.
In Highfield area of Leicester,
there was a campaign to boycott
all South African goods.
Talking Blues Support Group and
Provision for Afro-Caribbean
Elderly (PACE) were formed.
Donald Eugene Cherry was an
American jazz trumpeter and
performed at Haymarket Theatre
in Leicester in 1987.
Linda Herbert is recognised by
Leicester Society of Jamaicans.
Highfields Rangers become the
first non-London side to win a
competition sponsored by the
Caribbean Times Newspaper.
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Date

National and International Events

Leicester Events

1990

Nelson Mandela was released
from prison.

In the early 1990s the Centre for
the Study of Public Order was
renamed the Scarman Centre for
the Study of Public Order in
honour of Lord Scarman and his
influential observations about
public order, policing, civil
liberties and social justice in
contemporary societies. The
Centre carried out a wide range
of research projects, including a
socio-economic profile and
analysis of African Caribbean
people in Leicestershire, the
policing of football hooliganism,
violence against retail staff and
policing in central Europe.
Striking South African workers
from SARMCOL on a tour of the
UK participated in an Anti-Poll
Tax demonstration in Town Hall
Square, Leicester.
Leicester Community Radio was
formed.

1991

Nelson Mandela was elected
ANC (African National Congress)
President.
The cult youth music programme
Dance Energy presented by
Normski launches on BBC2 as
part of the Def II strand.

African Caribbean Elders Day
Centre established in Leicester.
The Race Equality Centre in
Leicester and Leicestershire
(TREC) is founded.

1995

Volcano erupts on Montserrat
and a large population
was evacuated to the UK.

African Caribbean Citizens Forum
established in Leicester.

2004

Michael Fuller becomes Britain’s
first Black Chief Constable in
Kent.

The Scarman Centre was
renamed the Department of
Criminology and created a BA in
Criminology.

2008

On November 4 2008, Barack
Obama was elected the first
African-American President.

Black History Month celebrated
African Renaissance this year.
African Renaissance identified
African and African Caribbean
history and prompted the
discovery of past and progressive
achievements across the
Diaspora.

The slave trade is introduced as
part of the history syllabus in the
British curriculum.

© Serendipity 2020
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Date

National and International Events

Leicester Events

2010

The Equality Act 2010 replaced
anti-discrimination laws with a
single Act, making the law easier
to understand and strengthening
protection in some situations. The
Act's provisions are the basic
framework of protection against
direct and indirect discrimination,
harassment and victimisation in
services and public functions,
work, education, associations and
transport.

Serendipity was founded and are
awarded the tender for
coordinating the Black History
Month Leicester in 2013.

2016

In 2016 Dr Kehinde Andrews,
Associate Professor of Sociology
founded the first UK
undergraduate degree in Black
Studies at Birmingham City
University. Black studies is an
interdisciplinary subject that
focuses attention on the
experiences, perspectives and
contributions of people from the
African diaspora.

2017

Thirtieth Anniversary of Black
History Month in
the UK.

2020

On 25 May 2020, George Floyd
was murdered by police in
Minneapolis, USA. His death
sparked mass activism across the
world.

© Serendipity 2020

2017 celebrates the Thirtieth
Anniversary of Black History
Month with an exhibition at
Newarke Houses and Gardens
Museum through the duration of
October, as part of Serendipity’s
Lost Legends project alongside a
website, film and dedicated
publication, Lost Legends: 30
Years, 30 Voices.
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ACTIVITIES
Exercise 1: What Does Black History Month mean to you?
1.

An introduction to Black History Month
Using the context and additional resources as guidance, provide a
short introduction on Black History Month.
Screen the Lost Legends film (12:41 in duration)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLA5FST-jC8.

2. Class Task: Discussion (as a class, in small groups or pairs)
What is Black History Month?
Who is Black History Month for?
What does Black History Month mean to you?
Do we still need Black History Month and why?
Extension: Presentation
Create a short class presentation of your thoughts and research
demonstrating your knowledge on the history of Black History Month
and why Black History Month is important.
Exercise 2: What Does Black History Month mean to your community?
1.

Black History: Local, National and International
Using the context and additional resources as guidance, provide an
overview of key events in Black history. It is valuable to acknowledge
the interconnectedness of history, as international, national and local
events that are often connected, and the richness of Black history and
perspectives that sit alongside, but might not always be included in
historical narratives.

2. Class Task: Research and Presentation (in small groups or pairs)
Provide the names of key figures, these might be from the timeline or
relevant to the local area. Ask groups and pairs to research the
historical figure and deliver a small presentation.
Extension: Local Black History Timeline
Using the resources and timeline as a starting place, research and
identify local figures and events. Use this as a foundation to explore
Black presence in your area throughout history who have contributed
to Black history. This task might be distributed amongst groups, with
each group given a specific decade to research. Collate the
research to provide a local Black history timeline for your town, city or
county, this could sit alongside national and international events or be
presented alone.

© Serendipity 2020
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SOCIAL HISTORY
CONTEXT
Social history looks at the lived experiences of the past. Sometimes described as
the ‘history of the people’ it takes into consideration both large structural changes
in society and the impact of those changes on ordinary people.
For Black history in the UK, recording and recognising the lived experiences of
people within our diverse communities, from stories of migration to everyday life
and community, are as valuable as the recording of key milestones. It is also
important to recognise the roles we ourselves play in experiencing, making and
recording history in the making. Many people have a story to tell, whether it's
experiences of work, contributions they have made to the community or as a
witness to an event.
Oral history is one method of collecting, documenting and interpreting the voices
and memories of people and communities. It is one of the oldest ways of passing
histories and knowledge from one generation to the next, this includes the stories
of family members and elders. With digital technologies, capturing these stories is
easier than ever before. However, it is still important to recognise the role that
traditional institutions have played in deciding whose stories are recorded and
preserved. Typically, oral history interviews involve a series of questions or prompts
that are recorded either as video or audio files, and then transcribed.
This section of the pack seeks to provide practical tools and critical skills to
research and document hidden histories. In discussions with students, it is valuable
to ask them to consider where these stories have not been told, to consider the
unique perspectives of elders within their families and communities and how
individual histories (their own included) contribute to the overall fabric of what we
call history. It is important to keep in mind the complexity of stories and
experiences from across the African and African Caribbean Diaspora.

© Serendipity 2020
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RESOURCES
A Very Brit(ish) Voice
A Very Brit(ish) Voice is an award-winning documentary film that explores the
stories of Caribbean people who travelled in the UK between 1948 and 1971 and
settled in Leicester. The film tells these stories through the words of seven
otherwise ‘missing voices’ and reflects their experiences in the community.
Produced by Serendipity and directed by Jaha Browne.
Available to view on Vimeo and licence through Serendipity.
www.serendipity-uk.com/a-very-british-voice
Lost Legends
The opportunity to hear short recordings from the African and African Caribbean
community reflecting on their memories of living in Leicester, from their memories
founding bookshops and Saturday schools, through to memorable events.
lost-legends.serendipity-uk.com
Our Migration Story
This website presents the often untold stories of the generations of migrants who
came to and shaped the British Isles. It is arranged into four time-period
categories: 43-1500 AD; 1500-1750; 1750-1900; 1900-2000s. Across each period,
you will find images, quotations, newspaper clippings, Parliamentary reports,
videos, poems, extracts from novels, and many other materials that present the
successes, challenges, obstacles and surprises faced by Britain’s migrants over
more than a thousand years. The 'Teaching resources' sub-site provides lesson
plans and classroom activities.
www.ourmigrationstory.org.uk
© Serendipity 2020
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ACTIVITIES
Exercise 1: A Very Brit(ish) Voice
1.

Introduction
Using the context and additional resources as guidance, provide a
short introduction on social history.
Screen the A Very Brit(ish) Voice (32:28 in duration)

2. Class Task: Discussion (as a class, in small groups or pairs)
Write a series of essential questions on a poster or board so they are
visible during the discussion.
What is immigration?
Why do people emigrate to the UK?
Where do people come from?
What factors are common to all mass movements of immigration?
For example the Windrush Generation and after the Montserrat
volcano?
What are the experiences of people who move to the UK when
they arrive?
What cultural contribution have these communities made?
Are there any stories of migration in your own family?
Exercise 2: Oral History Project
1.

Why are oral histories important?
Using the context and additional resources as guidance, provide a
short introduction on oral histories and why they are important.

2. Class Task: Written (Individual)
Students choose a historic figure, family member, friend or community
elder. Students design their own series of questions (suggested
guidance is 10 questions) that they might ask the individual to find out
more about their life. These might be focused on their experiences
moving to the UK, where they went to school, what jobs they’ve done,
key life and community events.
Extension: Local Black History Timeline
Invitation to a local community member(s) to answer the oral history
interview questions put forward by the class. Following the interview,
students can write a report on what they have learned from the
interviewee.

© Serendipity 2020
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ACTIVISM
CONTEXT
Activism is a response against injustice to create social and political change. Civil
and human rights movements have shaped history, changing laws, voting rights,
civil liberties and changing perspectives. Activism also take many forms, from
education, legislative change, protesting, raising public awareness through social
media and press, research, writing letters and fundraising.
Throughout history, examples include:
Montgomery Bus Boycott (1956) – in response to racial segregation
on buses, which began when Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat
to a white person and resulted in the Supreme Court declaring the
segregationist laws of the state of Alabama unconstitutional in
1956.
London Caribbean Carnival (1959), a forerunner to Notting Hill
Carnival – founded by Claudia Jones in response to riots across
London, bringing communities together.
The Bristol Bus Boycott (1963) – inspired by Rosa Parks after the
Bristol Omnibus Company refused to employ Black and Asian
drivers and conductors. The boycott lasted three months, with
Raghbir Singh becoming Bristol’s first Asian conductor in
September 1963, with two Jamaican men and two Pakistani men
joining in the following days. Many believe the boycott contributed
to the passing of the Race Relations Act in 1965, making “racial
discrimination unlawful in public places”.
Grunwick Strike (1976 – 1978) – campaigning against poor working
conditions, pay inequality and institutionalised racism in the
Grunwick Film Processing Laboratories, Jayaben Desai led a strike
that lasted nearly two years.
Windrush Campaign (2018 - ) – after many people, particularly
from Caribbean countries, were wrongly detained, withheld
healthcare and benefits and in many cases wrongly deported from
the UK by the Home Office, many people including Paulette Wilson
have campaigned for social justice and compensations for victims.
Black Lives Matter (2013 - ) – created in 2013 by Alicia Garza,
Patrisse Cullors, Opal Tometi in response to police brutality and
institutional racism. The movement has taken renewed urgency in
2020 with the murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud
Arbery and many others in the USA. The movement has gained
international support and solidarity, whilst also highlighting
injustices in their own countries and communities.
In discussions with students, consider the ways in which civil rights movements have
encouraged people to talk about racism and how this affects communities
differently. It is also valuable to consider and reflect on stories, experiences, and
our own actions.

© Serendipity 2020
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RESOURCES
Archiving the Past, Reflecting the Future
Archiving the Past, Reflecting the Future is a journey through over a century of
Black presence in the East Midlands that is often unrecognised, forgotten or
ignored. The contribution of people from across the African and African
Caribbean Diaspora has been integral to the vibrancy of the region, paving the
way artistically, athletically and academically. Activism has remained an
undercurrent to an ever-changing socio-political climate, galvanising a voice in
the fight for equality that still exists to the present day.
www.serendipity-uk.com/archiving-the-past-reflecting-the-future/
Black Manifesto! Podcast
Introduced by Pawlet Brookes and hosted by nora chipamuire the Black Manifesto
in the guise of the Ten Commandments is voices of Black women from around the
world making the invisible visual whilst they continue to deal with refocusing and
reshaping a new world in which they are seen and heard.
Available on all major podcast platforms.
Where are we now? Why are we here? Where will we be? With Professor
Stephen Small Podcast
Stephen Small is a Professor of African American Studies at the University of
California, Berkeley. Stephen was born and raised in Liverpool and is a child of the
Windrush generation, and in this conversation with Pawlet Brookes, he discusses
growing up with a Black father and white mother in Liverpool, institutional racism,
the long history of people of Black people in Britain, the Windrush scandal, and
more.
www.serendipity-uk.com/a-dialogue-with-masters

© Serendipity 2020
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ACTIVITIES
Exercise 1: What is activism?
1.

Introduction
Using the context and additional resources as guidance, provide a
short introduction on activism and civil rights movements.

2. Class Task: Discussion (as a class, in small groups or pairs)
Write a series of essential questions on a poster or board so they are
visible during the discussion.
What is an activist?
What does an activist do?
What are the names of activists who have contributed to civil rights
movements? (These could be local, national or international).
For example:
Doreen Lawrence (UK)
Marcus Rashford (UK)
Adwoa Aboah (UK)
Darcus Howe (UK)
Jayabeen Desai (UK)
Olive Morris (UK)
Stuart Hall (UK)
Claudia Jones (UK)
Alicia Garza, Patrisse Cullors, Opal Tometi (USA)
Rosa Parks (USA)
Martin Luther King Jr (USA)
Nelson Mandela (South Africa)
Steve Biko (South Africa)
John La Rose (Trinidad and Tobago)
Marcus Garvey (Jamaica)
CLR James (Trinidad and Tobago)
George Padmore (Trinidad and Tobago)
Walter Rodney (Guyana)
Gus John (Grenada)
What are the names of civil rights movements? (Freedom Riders,
Black Panther, Black Lives Matter)
What makes someone a good leader?
What is the relationship between arts and activism?
How does art communicate messages of activism?

© Serendipity 2020
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Exercise 2: Why do we need activists?
1.

Introduction
Using the context and additional resources as guidance, provide a
short introduction on activism and what motivates people to want to
make change for the better within their communities.

2. Class Task: Class Exercise
Prepare a list of experiences based on the themes explored and clear
a space. This exercise can be adapted so that the student might
relate to their own experience or choose to consider the experiences
of Black communities in the UK, alternatively the exercise might be
repeated. Repeat the exercise until everyone has identified with at
least one personality trait, behaviour or feeling.
For example:
“Anyone who has ever felt misunderstood, come to this side of the
room…”
“Anyone who feels that they can right the wrong in their current life…”
“Anyone who has ever felt left out…”
“Anyone who has ever been angry about the way someone else has
been treated…”
“Anyone who has wanted to make a positive change in their
community…”
“Anyone who has witnessed injustice…”
3. Class Task: Discussion
Using the exercise as a foundation, discuss the injustices that Black
communities experience and issues that have motivated people to
become activists and make social change. You might also want to
reflect on the importance of listening to Black voices, privilege and
discrimination, how we can support anti-racism, how we can improve
life for everyone.

© Serendipity 2020
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ARTS AND CULTURE
CONTEXT
In the UK and internationally, Black artists have made a significant cultural
contribution. Through their work, artists have a powerful means of communicating
lived experiences, educating and creating awareness, documenting traditions and
expressing cultural identity. Art often sits alongside activism, and artists have (and
are still) censored, threatened and even killed because of their work. Many Black
artist's work has been ignored, misattributed or appropriated, making the need to
recognise and put Black artists and practitioners centre stage increasingly
important.
In discussions with students, consider the ways in which arts have shaped their lives
and have acted as means to communicate important messages, as self-expression
and how artists have worked as activists to make positive change.
It is also important to acknowledge that Black artists’ work does not always have
to reflect issues about race and identity, and that Black art and Black artists are
often politicised.

© Serendipity 2020
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by Stuart Hollis for Serendipity
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RESOURCES
BlackInk
BlackInk is a new incisive magazine focusing on Black arts, heritage and cultural
politics. Rooted in the events of 2020, and the uncertainty of the opportunity to
share physical space during Black History Month in October, BlackInk is a creative
response bringing together a range of interconnected international voices from
across the African and African Caribbean Diaspora and indigenous communities.
The magazine also includes commissioned visual art, and contributions from artists
across artforms including dance, poetry and theatre.
Reflections: Cultural Voices of Black British Irrepressible Resilience
Reflections is a new publication that brings together the contributions of Black
people in arts, culture and heritage from a British and Afroeuropean perspective,
rendering them visible. It explores historical and contemporary contexts and how
these are expressed in various art forms. Reflections brings together key voices
who have contributed papers covering Black British theatre, dance, classical
music, carnival, literature and the impact of Windrush.
A Dialogue with Masters
A Dialogue with Masters is a podcast by Serendipity. From emerging artists to
legendary figures, this podcast gives voice to the African and Caribbean
Diaspora. In each episode, Pawlet Brookes, CEO and Artistic Director of
Serendipity, speaks to pioneering Black dancers, artists, choreographers, activists,
academics and leaders within the arts and heritage sector.
www.serendipity-uk.com/a-dialogue-with-masters/

© Serendipity 2020
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ACTIVITIES
Exercise 1: Art and Activism
1.

An introduction to Art and Activism
Using the context and additional resources as guidance, provide a
short introduction on the importance of art in communicating
messages, and the contribution of Black British artists to the cultural
landscape of the UK.

2. Class Task: Discussion (as a class, in small groups or pairs)
Write a series of essential questions on a poster or board so they are
visible during the discussion.
Who are the Black artists that you know? (These could be visual
artists, musicians, dancers, actors.)
What are some of the challenges they might have experienced in
their career?
What are some of their accomplishments and successes?
What are some of the messages they have conveyed in their work?
How has their work been received?
How has their work influenced you?
Extension: Presentation (in small groups or pairs)
Chose one Black artist and create a short presentation about their life
and work. Keeping in mind the questions from the discussion to shape
the presentation and areas to consider in research.
Exercise 2: Learning from Black Artists
1.

An introduction to Black artists
Using the context and additional resources as guidance, provide a
short introduction and listen to some of the podcasts from A Dialogue
with Masters.

2. Class Task: Writing (solo task)
Using the theme of artists and activists and topics explored
in this podcast as inspiration, write a list of words that come to mind in
response. These might be directly related to the podcasts or more
general around the theme of Black history.
For example:
Artistic
Underrepresented
Courage
Pride
Powerful
Extension: Class Task
Bring the words together to create a collective class word cloud.
© Serendipity 2020
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