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21 January 2023 
 

 
Dear Mary and Kevin, 
 
Thank you for your engagement with my officials yesterday. I understand that good 
progress was made in relation to workload, pay demands and other important 
issues. I appreciate your continued engagement on these matters. 
 
Thank you also for your letter of 19 January 2023. My officials are keen to 
understand better the timeline from the closing of your ballot on 13 January 2023, 
the declaration of results and the correspondence you had with employers. I would, 
therefore, be grateful if you could kindly respond to the questions enclosed in Annex 
A no later than 16:00 on Monday 23 January 2023. 
 
Thank you again for your continued engagement. 
 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rt Hon Gillian Keegan MP 
Secretary of State for Education 
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Annex A 

 

Please find below questions to which we would like an answer by 16:00 Monday 23 
January 2023: 

  

1. On what date and at what time did you inform employers of your ballot 
results? 

 

2. The Civica reports you sent to me previously were dated 16 January 2023. At 
what time did you receive them from Civica on 16 January 2023? 

 

3. Why did Civica not provide the ballot results to you on 13 January 2023 when 
the ballots closed? Had you given Civica any instructions in advance as to 
when they should provide you with the ballot results? 

 

4. If it is correct that the ballot results were provided to employers late in the 
evening on 17 January 2023, why did you decide to announce the ballot 
results via the Facebook Live event at 5pm on 16 January 2023 before 
sending them to employers? 

 

5. Further, why were the ballot results not sent sooner after your receipt of them 
from Civica on 16 January 2023? 

 

6. Why did you decide to send ballot results and notification of forthcoming 
industrial action in the same letter, given the obligation to inform employers of 
the ballot results as soon as reasonably practicable? 

 


