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17 December 2018 
 

Dear Mary and Kevin, 

I am sorry for not replying before now to the petition delivered to the Department 
for Education on 23 October on behalf of the School Cuts coalition about funding 
for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities. As 
you will be aware from reports in the news, I am now able to reply with some 
positive news that, on top of existing dedicated schools grant allocations to local 
authorities, there will be: 

 

 an additional £250m of high needs funding – £125m for 2018-19; and 
£125m for 2019-20. This brings the total allocated for high needs this year 
to £6.1 billion and £6.3 billion in 2019-20;  
 

 an additional £100m of capital funding for local authorities for specialist 
provision and improved facilities. This funding can be used for more places 
in special units and resourced provision in mainstream schools, or in 
colleges or special schools. 
 

We have set out some other action we are taking, here, and the Secretary of State 
has written to local authorities with more detail, here.   
 
We know that the extra funding and other measures are a partial response, and 
that more needs to be done. We want to continue engaging with schools and 
colleges, local authorities, health providers and families, to better understand what 
more we can do to help in securing improvements to the provision for children and 
young people with special educational needs and disabilities.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-funding-to-support-children-with-special-educational-needs
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-from-the-secretary-of-state-to-local-authorities


I would be grateful if you can share this letter with other members of the School 
Cuts coalition and with those who came to the Department for Education on 23 
October. 
 
 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 

                            
 
 
 

Nadhim Zahawi MP 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Children and Families 

 


