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1 – 31 October

“Your struggle
must be my
struggle and
my struggle
must be yours.”
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BRAVE STRUGGLE

7 BOLD + BRAVE

FOUNDER OF UK BLACK PRIDE
Lady Phyll is one of
the co-founders of the
UK Black Pride, which
is the Europe’s largest
celebration for Black
LGBT people.

In 2005, Phyll rode on a
bus with other queer Black
women to Southend. Phyll
and the women received
some dirty looks and
mutterings, but they felt an
uplifting sense of community,
which generated a feeling of
strength and power.

Lady Phyll has won
widespread respect
for the way she unifies
women to challenge the
ideas which undermine
women who are black,
working class, LGBT
or face other forms of
discrimination which
touch their lives.
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Use Lady Phyll to introduce learning
about Pride celebrations and why
they are held.
Ask students to research Pride events
happening in the other parts of
the world, particularly countries or
regions that have only recently begun
holding pride events.

Phyll is affectionately known as
Lady Phyll and after Southend, she
felt “We’ve got something here”.
Black Pride has steadily grown in
size and influence and attracts
LGBT people of African, Asian,
Caribbean, Middle Eastern and
Latin American descent.

Lady Phyll brings
together many
campaigners and
activists to challenge
inequality. She feels
“The strength and
power of a woman is
undeniable but it is
often erased, silenced
and marginalised”.

BOLD CELEBRATION
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Many schools have LGBT+ youth
groups. Ask your class to find a range
of pictures about Pride marches and
talk/write about what is interesting.
Do journalists take pictures that show
the diversity of the LGBT community?

Then research the history of Pride,
and their emergence as a response to
discrimination and invisibility.

ROLE MODELS
RAINBOW FLAGS

Phyll holds a
executive director post
at Kaleidoscope Trust,
the leading UK charity
advocating for the
human rights of LGBTQ
people globally.

Black Prides now take place in 30
major cities. Youth Prides have also
gained popularity.

Ask students to research the
origins of the Rainbow flag and
its meanings.
All the colours mean something
- what?
Get students to design a flag of
their own which has a special
meaning for them in the
symbols and colours they select.
The class could explore flags
from different countries and
their meanings.

Lady Phyll says when she talks
about race, she doesn’t want
to leave her gender at the door.
When she talks about gender, she
doesn’t want to leave her sexual
orientation at the door. Young
people who go to Pride say they
wish they’d known, read and
heard much more about Black
LGBT people. Use a wider range of
role models in your subject area.

For more information about any of
these figures or Black History Month,
visit neu.org.uk/black-history-month

