BLACK
HISTORY
MONTH
1 – 31 October

“They lay
no known
monuments
for our
children to
stand upright
with proud
acclaim.”
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MIGRATION

4 LEN KWESI GARRISON
PHOTOGRAPHER AND ARCHIVIST

Len Kwesi Garrison
was an important
figure in the Black
British community’s
exploration and
understanding of its
history.

Len was born in Jamaica and
migrated to Britain in 1954.

A historian, poet and
educationist, his work in
creating and developing
materials based on the
experience of African and
Caribbean pupils helped
the development of a
multicultural curriculum in
British schools.

In 1997, Len returned to
Brixton to work on the Black
Cultural Archives (BCA) that
he had started in 1980.
Every black activist knew
him, because he would turn
up everywhere,
taking photographs, making
notes and collecting
documents.
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While at Kingsley Grammar School
in Chelsea, he pursued an interest
in photography by working as a
part-time cinema projectionist in
Clapham Junction, and went on to
study the subject at King’s College
London. He then became a medical
photographer at Guy’s Hospital.

Len’s family migrated from Jamaica
to London. In the age before air travel
became commonplace, how might
they have done that? Get pupils to
think about how arriving in Britain
may have felt to children coming here.
There is lots of information and stories
online about the Windrush generation.
Why not lead a lesson on the subject?
There are lots of free materials on the
NEU website or visit teachingenglish.
org.uk/article/windrush-generation
for a lesson plan.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Len loved photography and used his
skill to document the life and times of
the Windrush generation.
Would your pupils like to be
photographers? What would they like
to take pictures of and how would
they make sure the photos reflect
the world today? Get your class to
take photos of the spirit of their
community and display the results on
the school noticeboard.

HISTORY
In 1976, he graduated
in African and
Caribbean history at
Sussex University and,
in 1992, gained an
MA in local history at
Leicester University.

Len believed that black children
were being failed because their
schooling did not acknowledge their
history and culture. He began the
African and Caribbean Educational
Resource (Acer), producing teaching
aids that were used all over the country.
In 1988, Len established one of
the first effective mentoring projects,
and persuaded the King’s Fund to back
a scheme for supporting the carers
of orphaned and abandoned black
children.
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MULTI-CULTURAL
Len often used the term ‘multicultural curriculum’? What do
pupils think he meant by this?
What would they include if you had
to design the subjects taught in
school?
Think about different subjects such
as geography, history, maths and
science and how they could ensure
lessons reflected different cultures.

Len was fascinated with Black
history. Why do pupils think he
was so interested in learning
and passing it on to others?
Get students to do their research
and find out one thing about
the history of Black people in
Britain. Arrange a visit to a local
museum or cultural hub to
discover different histories
and traditions.

For more information about any of
these figures or Black History Month,
visit neu.org.uk/black-history-month

