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“I resent being
called a ‘Black
who has made it’
– made what, in
whose terms?”
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WINDRUSH
GENERATION

3 BERYL GILROY

TEACHER AND NOVELIST
Despite these challenges, she refused
to be seen as an outsider and used her
experience as material for her creative
writing. Her autobiography Black Teacher
(1976), was fuelled by the need to “set the
record straight”.

Beryl Gilroy was born
in British Guiana
in 1924. She was a
pioneering writer,
teacher and part of the
‘Windrush generation’.

She came to study at the
University of London in 1952
as a colonial subject of the
British West Indies.

Her son, Paul Gilroy,
is an academic.
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Millions of Britons have parents from
different communities and traditions.
Your students will have a wide range
of backgrounds. If pupils are to feel
safe and have a sense of belonging,
they need to engage in discussions
about their cultural identities. Get
them to decorate a box or fabric tile
with pictures, ideas and objects that
are important to them and reflect who
they are. The class could also devise a
poem, song or assembly that reflects
their identity as pupils.

She married an English man and had three
children. People called her children ‘mixed
race’, but she always thought it was a very
strange term.

Although she was a trained
teacher, racial prejudice in
the profession meant she
initially worked as a kitchen
hand in a cafe, a factory
clerk and a maid.

For her work in
education and her writing,
the Institute of Education
made her a fellow and the
University of North
London conferred
an honorary doctorate.

Events have meant that the term
Windrush generation has featured
extensively in the news of late. Get
your students to research the term.
What was Windrush and who were
the Windrush generation? Why have
they been in the news? Get pupils to
explore the stories of those who came
to Britain on the Windrush, what
caused them to come here, what life
they faced when they arrived and
whether it met their expectations?

OUR HISTORIES

She wrote several novels
including Frangipani
House (1986), set in
Guyana, exploring issues
of ageing. She also wrote
about the history of the
Caribbean and African
diaspora in the period
of slavery.

TEACHING
In 1968, she became deputy
head and then head of
Beckford Primary School
in Hampstead. In 1982, she
joined London University’s
Institute of Education
and the Inner London
Education Authority Centre
for Multicultural Education.
Later, she got a doctorate in
counselling psychology.
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Beryl Gilroy was a pioneering
head teacher.

DISCRIMINATION
Despite being a qualified
teacher, Beryl Gilroy experienced
discrimination when trying to find
a job in the UK. Why do students
think it was difficult for her to get
a job as a teacher when she first
came here? Discuss discrimination
– has anyone in the class ever
experienced it or seen it? Why does
it happen and how can we stop it?
Watch the film To Sir With Love and
discuss the issues it raises. Is it the
same today?

Get your class to explore
teaching. Would they like to
be a teacher? What do they
think is involved in the work of
being a teacher? What inspires
teachers to pick that job?

For more information about any of
these figures or Black History Month,
visit neu.org.uk/black-history-month

